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1.   Close the pool and remove bathers immediately from the pool area. If multiple pools share the same filtration system, 
all of the pools will have to close.  Do not allow anyone to enter the contaminated pool(s) until the entire decontamination 
procedure is completed. 
 
2.   Manually remove as much of the waste from the pool water as possible using a net, scoop, or bucket and properly 
dispose of waste.  Do not use the pool vacuum system to remove waste. Clean and disinfect the tools/equipment used to 
remove the waste from the pool. To disinfect cleaning tools/equipment, immerse them in the pool during the remaining 
disinfection process. 
 
3.   Disinfect the pool water according to the type of incident:  
 
 A. Formed fecal contamination:  With the filtration system in normal operation, raise the free chlorine residual to 2 
ppm or higher with a non-stabilized chlorine product and ensure that the water’s pH is 7.5 or less and the temperature is 
at least 77

o
F.  Maintain the chlorine and pH at these levels for at least 25 minutes so that a CT Value* of 45 is achieved.  

If stabilized chlorine (trichlor or dichlor) is used, a CT Value of 90 (e.g., a free chlorine residual of 2 ppm for 45 minutes) 
must be achieved.   
 
 B. Diarrheal fecal contamination:  With the filtration system in normal operation, raise the free chlorine residual to 
20 ppm with a non-stabilized chlorine product and ensure that the water’s pH is 7.5 or less and the temperature is at least 
77

o
F.  Maintain the chlorine and pH at these levels for at least 12.75 hours to achieve a CT Value of 15,300. If stabilized 

chlorine (trichlor or dichlor) is used, lower the water’s pH to 6.5 and raise the free residual chlorine to 40 ppm  with a non-
stabilized chlorine product for at least 30 hours so that a CT Value of 72,000 is achieved. Alternative treatment may be 
accomplished through the use of a “secondary disinfection system” (as defined by the CDC’s Model Aquatic Health Code) 
or with the complete drainage of the pool.  
 
 C. Vomitus contamination:  With the filtration system in normal operation, raise the free chlorine residual to 2 ppm 
or higher with a non-stabilized chlorine product and ensure that the water’s pH is 7.5 or less and the temperature is at 
least 77

o
F.  Maintain the chlorine and pH at these levels for at least 25 minutes so that a CT Value of 45 is achieved.   

 
 D.  Blood contamination:  Blood contamination of properly maintained pool water does not pose a public health 
risk to swimmers.  The pool operator may choose to utilize the formed stool contamination protocol to satisfy patron 
concerns.   
 
NOTE: Other disinfectant concentrations and closure times can be used as long as the required CT Value is achieved. 
Test pool water periodically and in varying locations to ensure that the free chlorine residual is maintained and is 
distributed through-out the pool during treatment.  Pools utilizing bromine shall be treated with a non-stabilized chlorine 
product as noted for the incident types listed above. 
 
5.   Disinfect any contaminated surfaces with a 1:10 dilution of fresh household bleach with water or an equivalent EPA 
registered disinfectant that has been approved for body fluids disinfection.  The disinfectant shall be left to soak on the 
affected area for at least 20 minutes or as otherwise indicated on the disinfectant label directions. Clean surface to 
remove disinfectant.    
 
6.   Reopen the pool when the free chlorine residual returns to an acceptable range (1.5 - 10 ppm or 3 – 10 ppm for pools 
using stabilized chlorine) and the pool water is chemically balanced. High chlorine levels can be reduced by adding 
sodium thiosulfate in accordance with label instructions. 
 
7.   When an incident of fecal, vomitus, or blood contamination occurs, log all information documenting what actions were 
taken to correct the situation in the pool’s daily record.  
 
*  CT Value refers to the concentration (C) of free chlorine in ppm multiplied by time (T) in minutes at a specific pH and temperature.  


