
  

 

COVID-19 Guidance – Body Art Studios 

 

The expanding global outbreak of respiratory infections due to a novel coronavirus (COVID-19) has 
now been declared a pandemic. Cases of COVID-19 are rapidly increasing in Georgia. 

Symptoms of COVID-19 are fever, cough and shortness of breath. The best way to 
prevent infection with any respiratory virus is to use the same preventative strategies used during 
a normal cold and flu season: get a flu shot, wash hands regularly, cover coughs and sneezes, and 
stay at home and do not travel when experiencing symptoms of illness until they resolve.   

Everyone has a role in keeping our community healthy, and that includes Body Art Studios 
performing body art procedures, such as tattooing, piercing, and microblading. 

General Recommendations for Cleaning and Disinfection of Surfaces 

Early evidence suggests that the COVID-19 virus can survive for several days at room temperature. 
Body Art Studios can practice enhanced routine cleaning and disinfection in common areas (client 
procedure chairs/tables, restrooms, client waiting area) and frequently touched surfaces 
(tablets/electronic devices, doorknobs, photo books, faucets) with a cleaner and an United States 
Environmental Protection Division (EPA)-registered disinfectant that is appropriate for the surface, 
following label instructions.  

Labels contain instructions for safe and effective use of the cleaning product including precautions 
you should take when applying the product, such as wearing gloves and making sure you have 
good ventilation during use of the product. 

Clean and Disinfect 

• Remember, cleaning and disinfection are not the same. Cleaning is using a cleanser or soap 
and water to remove dirt from surfaces. Disinfection works by using chemicals to kill 
germs. Surfaces that look clean may still have germs on them that you can’t see. 
Disinfecting kills germs on surfaces.  Always follow the product’s label when using a 
disinfectant.   

• Clean and disinfect surfaces, particularly between clients, that are frequently touched by 
previous clients. Examples of such services include tablets/electronic devices, counters, 
doorknobs, bathroom surfaces, and client chairs.  

• If you use disinfectant wipes, use according to package directions. Throw used wipes in the 
trash. 

• For a list of approved disinfectants from the EPA that are shown to be effective against 
SARS-CoV-2, click here: https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-
use-against-sars-cov-2.  
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Body Art Operator Professional Standards 

• Before and after performing body art procedures, including tattooing, piercing, and 
microblading, the artists must properly wash their hands.  

• All surfaces used in the body art procedure must be cleaned and disinfected with an EPA-
registered tuberculocidal disinfectant prior to and after the procedure. 

•  All surfaces of equipment and furnishings that come into contact with the artist during a 
procedure must be covered with a protective, impermeable barrier. Barriers must be 
single-use and discarded after each client use. 

Protect Your Clients and Artists 

An “Imminent Health Hazard” is defined as a product, practice, circumstance, or event that may 
pose a significant risk of injury or illness to employees or to members of the public if not promptly 
corrected or halted.  Because the COVID-19 virus is considered an Imminent Health Hazard, local 
authorities may close most Body Art Studios performing services such as tattooing, piercing or 
microblading until further notice in order to protect members of the public.  If allowed to open by 
local authorities, Body Art Studios should: 

• Limit the number of persons within the facility to no more than 10 at a time. 
• Post clearly marked signs in areas that require clients to remain at least 6 feet from each 

other to encourage social distancing.   
• Limit individuals within the establishment to those receiving services; clients should be 

discouraged from bringing additional guests for purposes of observing procedure being 
performed.   

• Perform Body Art procedures, including tattooing, piercing, or microblading, by 
appointment only. For same day appointments, the facility should encourage clients to 
call ahead of time to check for availability. 

• Support artists staying home when they are sick. 
• Remind artists that anyone who becomes sick with a fever and cough at work should notify 

the studio’s owner and go home immediately. The artist should return only after they are 
symptom-free for at least 72 hours without the use of fever-reducing medicines and/or 
cough suppressants. 

• Post signs that encourage covering coughs and sneezes and washing hands frequently with 
warm soapy water at entrances, restrooms and in other visible areas. 

• Keep restrooms stocked with soap and paper towels.  You may notice that sinks in common 
restrooms need to be stocked more frequently.  

• Make sure alcohol-based hand sanitizer, approved by the EPA, is available for clients to use 
in common areas.    

• Be sure to frequently clean and disinfect any surfaces in areas clients or artists may touch, 
including restroom surfaces and doors. 

• Use online transactions when possible.  

 

 



 

Tattoo Studio Rules and Regulations 

In Georgia, the local Board of Health inspects and permits tattoo studios under the rules and 
regulations governing their operation, maintenance and safety. The local Board of Health has the 
legal authority to suspend, revoke or consider a voluntary closure if an Imminent Health Hazard 
exists in a permitted facility.  

 

Resources 

Handwashing: Clean hands save lives. Health Promotion Materials 
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/materials.html  
Water, Sanitation & Environmentally-related Hygiene. Cough and Sneezing 
https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/hygiene/etiquette/coughing_sneezing.html  
Environmental Cleaning and Disinfection Recommendations: Interim Recommendations for US 
Community Facilities with Suspected/Confirmed Coronavirus Disease 2019  
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/cleaning-
disinfection.html 
Disinfect and Clean: Interim Recommendations for US Households with Suspected/Confirmed 
Coronavirus Disease                                                                              
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prepare/cleaning-disinfection.html 
What every American and community can do know to reduce the spread of coronavirus 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/workplace-school-and-home-
guidance.pdf 
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